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This is not the first occasion when such a crisis in human
history has arisen. Hopes for world peace and world citizen-
ship have been repeatedly kindled and repeatedly extinguish-
ed in the past, but never so vehemently as they were during
this conflict by the shocking manifestations of animality in
man. ''The only lesson that could be learnt from history/1
savs Heu'el, 4' is that man never learns from past experience/1
The tragic happenings of the past few years would seem to
justify that observation. We may, however, claim to have
learnt at least one more lesson from history, and a heart-
ening one too in these days of distress and despair, namely,
that great ideas never die. Though often obscured and
almost obliterated, they emerge each time with greater
clarity, re-illumining the path of human progress and re-
inspiring human society to scale the lofty heights of its
cherished ideals.
This is what happened after the cataclysm of 1914-18.
This is what is happening now. Nay, even when the Allied
Nations were in the thick of war, hopes for a new world
order were revived and we heard on all sides appeals for a
common effort to build the world anew on the foundations
of international good-will and co-operation. The question
with which we, fellow-workers in the field of intellect, are
specially concerned is: Will such comradeship in peace bring
about a renewal of the intellectual co-operation of the best
minds of the world, rudely interrupted by the conflict which
has now happily ended but which, while it lasted, made
men eminent in the domain of learning commit gross offences
against scholarship and show callous indifference to the
dictates of humanity.
The links forged in the past have been snapped. The
cultural life of the world has been disrupted. Those who
believed they were living in the midst of civilised society find
themselves thrown back in a primitive world. The need for
world collaboration in the sphere of intellect is, therefore, no
less paramount than the need for co-operation in the political
and economic field. Comradeship in arms has its uses; com-
radeship in peace its advantages, but the best and the most
enduring bond of union and understanding between nations is
comradeship in the pursuit of high ideals and the common